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Alleged drunk driver crashes into historic 

Army attack helicopter at Columbia airport 

  

JEFF WILKINSON—The State News 

January 02, 2020  

COLUMBIA, S.C. 

The Celebrate Freedom Foundation is raising money to repair a historic attack helicopter hit by 

an alleged drunk driver last month at Columbia Metropolitan Airport. 

The Vietnam War-era Cobra chopper was used to teach students about science, technology, 

engineering and math, commonly known as “STEM” subjects. 

“Everything they learn in school is on that helicopter,” said Lori Wicker, director the              

organization’s STEM program. “Even history and art.”  

The helicopter is one of six the organization has renovated or is renovating to educate students 

and inform the public. Veterans and active-duty soldiers volunteer to do the renovations on the 

helicopters, which are donated by the Army and individuals. 

The helicopters have visited 150 schools and 100,000 students in five states. 

The organization decorates one of its helicopters with lights each Christmas, Wicker said. The 

Cobra, named “Annie,” had just been put on display Dec. 14 in front of the foundation’s hangar 

next to the former John Hardee Expressway when it was struck. 

According to police reports, Thomas Andrew Anderson, 37, of Harrisburg, N.C., had been 

drinking at the Skyline Club near the airport. 

About 2 a.m., he left the club and was heading to Interstate 77, police reported. But he          

mistakenly took an access road at the airport instead of the expressway and hit the helicopter, 

which was parked at the end of the access road, according to the police reports. 

Reports say Anderson was checked by EMS for injuries and released. He was charged with 

driving under the Influence, less than .10, first offense, according to court records. 

The helicopter, which was restored and decoratively painted, sustained an estimated $6.6    

million in damages, including to the rotor, transmission, fuel tank, skids and weapon mounts, 

Wicker said. And like a totaled car, she said, most of the vehicle is now out of alignment. 

“And we still haven’t gotten it off the ground, so there may be more damage,” Wicker said. 

Annie is capable of flying, but hasn’t flown since 2001, she said. 

She added that Anderson’s and the foundation’s insurance won’t come close to covering the 

repairs. 

Individuals or companies wanting to donate can do so at GoCFF.org or call (803) 822-8812. 

And while the cost of repairs is staggering, “every little bit helps,” Wicker said. 

         Cont. on next page 



 

 

 
Photos taken the morning of the accident when it was light enough out. 
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 Happy New Year! A nice sentiment for the season unfortunately, our year for CFF starts out 
on a sour note. By now, most have heard of the drunk driver on 14 December, about 2 am, virtually 
destroyed “Annie” the CFF helicopter that supports STEM visits to schools and events in the  
Southeast. We are now  in the process off assessing the extent of the damage and developing the 
plans for future school visits using  another sister ship. Our executive director , Stephen Seymour 
and our President, Jack Lovelady have the mission to assess the damage and future disposition of 
“Annie”. 
 
 This year will have its normal challenges particularly funding. The loss of “Annie“ is tragic 
but one thing military training gives you is the ability to handle adversity. The CFF mission does 
not change . The STEM school visitation program will move ahead. This academic year, CFF has a 
partnership with the S.C. Electric  CoOps to deliver, in each of their service areas, STEM                
enhancement visits the schools with an      emphasis on those most in need of our visits. Fairfield 
Electric Co-op has taken the lead in promoting the importance of courses in technology at both 
Middle schools and High schools. 
 
 Your support for CFF this year, as always, is critical to our success in mission                       
accomplishment. Losing the services of “Annie” makes your support even more essential . Please 
continue to support CFF with your time and treasure.   

Chairman's Corner 
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Website redesign and modernization 

 CFF is proud to announce a partnership with Mountain Castle Media for our website        
services. Ken Yamashiro, CEO, is a graduate of CFFs 2013 Summer Aviation Camp. He was         
recommended to us by one of our Board Members and as soon as he walked into our hanger he   
instantly recognized our Cobra helicopter named “Maggie”. He shared his memories from camp 
and we enjoyed listening to them. Her is a bio provided by Ken;  
 
KENNETH YAMASHIRO  

Web Design & Digital Exposure 

Founder & CEO of Mountain Castle Media, a local digital marketing agency, Kenneth handles the 

Foundation's Web Design and Digital Exposure. 

Kenneth currently works in South Carolina's solar industry as an energy consultant. He is also an 

FAA Licensed and Certified Drone Pilot, providing aerial imaging services to the Midlands.  

Email: kyamashiro5@gmail.com 

C: 803-807-7417 
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 Celebrate Freedom Foundation’s exciting STEM Outreach Program visits dozens of 
schools across the Southeastern U.S. every year with more than 10,0000 students               
participating annually. 

 CFF’s STEM Outreach Program, emphasizes the necessity of STEM Subjects 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) in middle schools and high schools. It 
connects the classroom with real world jobs and career fields. The program’s mission is to 
help build a workforce that can compete globally for jobs in the future, and to ensure  
America’s technological advantage in a global environment. STEM subjects provide skills 
and competencies greatly needed here in the Southeast, across the nation and globally. 

  

 How can you help the CFF STEM Outreach Program? We are always looking for          
volunteers to assist in these visits and if you have a school that you want us to visit, let us 
know. You can reach out to Lori Wicker our Director of STEM Education by email at 
stemed@cff-soar.org or a phone call at (803) 882-8812 
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2019  SCHEDULE 

  Jan         Feb   

 

 

  Mar                                           Apr  

    Booking now! Contact CFF 

      CFF Community Support Events 
 

    

              

 STEM Education Outreach Program visit  with “Lena” 



 

 

 

Future  

If you would like to make a donation or become a member of CFF you can fill in your information below, cut it out  

and mail it to CFF at the address listed above or go to our website and use PayPal.  

National Headquarters and  
STEM Education Center 
 
Celebrate Freedom Foundation 
2533 B Airport Blvd. 
West Columbia, SC 29170 

Phone: (803) 822-8812 

Email: info@cff-soar.org 

website: www.GoCFF.org 

To Contact the Celebrate 

Freedom Foundation: 

 Educating the Public, Promoting 

Patriotism and Honoring the 

Military - Past, Present and  

Future 

Celebrate Freedom would like to give a special 

thanks to all of the volunteers that have given their 

time and effort to the renovation of the CFF National 

Headquarters and to our Board of Directors for their 

continued pursuit of progress. Without the countless 

hours of help, CFF wouldn’t be where we are today. 

Thank you! 

Donation or Membership Mail In Slip 
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Mail in donation and or membership slip 

Please Print 

 

Name: ________________________________________________              Date of Birth: ______________________ 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________   

City: ________________________ State:  _______  Zip code: __________  Phone #: __________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________ Prior Service?: _________  Branch _______________ 

Spouse Name: ____________________________________________________  Date of Birth: __________________ 

Phone #: __________________________   Anniversary Date: ____________________________   

 

Student: $25.00 x ____    General: $50.00  x ____    Lifetime: $250.00 x ___    Sponsor: $___________ 

Any questions or concerns about the newsletter, please contact Tom Robbins at the 

phone number above or by email  - webmaster@cff-soar.org  
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The Celebrate Freedom Foundation would like to thank all of our sponsors who have 

given donations in order to ensure the education of STEM and to honor our military - 

past, present and future.  


